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TASTING OF OVER 1,000 WINES
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Which special bottles 
should you treat 
yourself to this year?

Wouldn’t it be nice to have a risk-free rundown of 
bottles that, according to a blind tasting conducted 
by some of the best palates in the business, are 
singing sweetly and ready to enjoy?

Well, you’re currently holding precisely that. 
Now in its 20th year, Wine Champions sees our 
buyers undertake a huge series of blind tastings  
(a remarkable 1,102 bottles were put through 
their paces this year) to find you the harmonious 
best of our extensive range.

Our first selection of 2020’s winners, released back 
in the summer, broke all sales records. Of the many 
members who browsed and bought, the eagle-eyed 
will have noticed that we promised yet another 
podium of Champions, this time focused firmly on 
our fine wine selection. That time has now arrived.

Every year brings its own twists, turns and stories 
– none more so than this extraordinary campaign, 
where securing enough stock for our warehouse 
at times became as much a challenge as crowning 
winners in the tasting room. The wines have now 
been stocked up, the stories shared and the wines 
are now ready for you to plunder with confidence.

KEY 

1–  9bone dry to intensely sweet    
sscrewcap    psynthetic closure 

nvintage

Order early
Secure your wines for the 
coming season
www.winesociety.com/fwchamps
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CHAMPION SMALL WONDERS FOR £20 OR LESS
We are thrilled to present a Championship version of this ever-popular feature of well-priced 
wines. Generous on the palate and, for their quality, on the wallet too, our Small Wonders from 
the tasting room are many. Lovers of chardonnay and pinot noir should also note that a number 
of ‘Small Wonders’ from these grapes can be found on page 10 and 12 respectively, while two 
Champion clarets in this price bracket also reside on page 17.

RED
ref 
M-FC20331

Domaine de Perdiguier Cuvée d’En Auger, Vin de Pays des Coteaux 
d’Ensérune 2009
‘How much? ’ The question was asked twice upon this wine being revealed: 
firstly in reference to the price (its outstanding value), and then regarding 
how much stock we had managed to secure! A beautifully mature 
Languedoc blend of Bordeaux grapes offering warmth, class and charm. 
Drink this year and next. 13.5%

£12.95 £155

ref 
M-IT27621

Aglianico del Vulture Armand, Alovini 2016
Oronzo Alò’s mastery of the aglianico grape, one of Italy’s finest varieties, has 
seen his wines grace many a Championship line-up in the past and so it proved 
again this year. With a herbal, tobacco-like scent complementing its vibrant dark 
fruit, this is a deliciously distinctive wine. Drink now to 2026. 14%

£14.50 £174

ref 
M-BJ8331

Domaine Dominique Piron, Morgon Côte du Py 2018
A model of restraint and charm from the top vineyard in the Beaujolais 
cru of Morgon. We were impressed by its soaring perfumed character 
and layers of finesse and complexity; and whilst we had no hesitation in 
awarding it ‘Champ’ status, there’s no hurry to drink it either. Drink now 
to 2027. 13.5%

£15.50 £186

ref 
M-SA15681

Kaapzicht Estate Pinotage, Stellenbosch 2017
South Africa’s 2017 vintage was greeted with much excitement on release, 
and this red from the country’s signature grape showed what the fuss is 
about. A little cabernet sauvignon is added to the blend to create a smooth, 
spicy, structured but velvety wine, beautifully intermingling red and black-
fruit flavours. Drink now to 2024. 14% – Low stock

£15.50 £186

ref 
M-SP14931

The Society’s Exhibition Rioja Reserva 2013
The first of a trio of Rioja reservas to win this year (find the other two 
and a celebratory mixed case on page 16), our flagship-label Rioja comes 
from the masters of the traditional style, La Rioja Alta. After some time 
slumbering in their cellars and then in ours, it is bright-eyed, bushy tailed 
and brilliant to drink, with cherry fruit, leather, elegance and great length. 
Drink now to 2023. 13.5%

£16 £192

ref 
M-FC37931

Madiran, Château d’Aydie 2015
The tannat grape, often gruff and rather tough to tame, can be a ‘slow burn’ in 
terms of ageing, but the generous 2015 vintage and the talents of the Aydie team 
have given us a treat to enjoy young. Fabulous, dense and rich, yet also fresh, this 
cries out for duck, game, roast beef or roasted veg. Drink now to 2028. 14.5%

£16 £192

ref 
M-CE10531

Koyle Cerro Basalto Cuartel G2 Carmenère 2017
A cool-climate Chilean carmenère that proves the great strides being made 
here with each vintage. More than one taster was put in mind of the grape’s 
Bordeaux heritage such was its cedary, lead-pencil like charm. Ripe but 
never heavy, fresh but never light; indeed, we felt it was just right! Drink 
now to 2026. 14%

£17 £204

ref 
M-CE10761

The Society’s Exhibition Alto Maipo Cabernet Sauvignon 2018
Another Chilean Champion, this time under our Exhibition label, this 
cabernet stood out for its exquisite blackcurrant and cedar character, silky 
tannins and well-judged ripeness. A happy marriage of 76% Pirque and 24% 
Puente Alto fruit, which bring elegance and ripeness respectively to the 
whole. Drink now to 2026. 14.5%

£17 £204

ref 
M-AA2501

Birgit Braunstein Leithaberg Blaufränkisch 2014
‘Austrian… Burgundy?! ’ asked one taster when attempting to get their 
head around the ethereal, succulent charms of Birgit Braunstein’s beautiful 
biodynamic red. Capturing the character of the local blaufränkisch grape 
from a special (and tiny) plot, this is in a stunning spot now, its freshness 
now complemented by maturing red-fruit flavour. Drink now to 2024. 13%

£19 £228

bottle dozen

ref 
M-SP15761

1

Fefiñanes Albariño, Rías Baixas 2019
Proving that some classics really do not go out of style, the most historic 
source of north-west Spain’s albariño grape returns to our winning line-up 
for the second year in succession. Soft and seafood-friendly wine with a 
lovely lemony freshness. Drink now to 2022. 13.5%

£16 £192

ref 
M-BW6781

1

Château Doisy-Daëne Sec, Bordeaux 2019
Later in these pages you’ll find a raft of Bordeaux rouge that raised the roof, 
but as Sebastian Payne MW put it this year, ‘white Bordeaux surprised with 
its quality’. This, the dry wine from a name many know better for its sweet 
wine, offers food-friendly finesse and delightful hints of white peach and 
blackcurrant leaf. Drink now to 2023. 12.5%

£20 £240

ref 
M-BW6521A

2

Clos Floridène Blanc, Graves 2018
Again from the Dubourdieu family, and another Bordeaux blanc that 
bewitched our buyers. Oakier and richer but still fresh and floral on the 
nose and clean-cut on the finish, this has been a member favourite for 
years. Tasting it blind confirmed just why. Superb. Drink now to 2024. 13%

£20 £240

ref 
M-NZ11251

2

Prophet’s Rock Central Otago Riesling 2017
Few New Zealand winemakers can coax a more pleasant combination of 
fullness and finesse from riesling than Paul Pujol. Leaping to victory in a strong 
line-up, this is dry, citrusy and exceptionally long. Drink now to 2027. 11%

£20 £240

ref 
M-LO14991

1

Sancerre ‘La Reine Blanche’, Domaine Vacheron 2018
Sauvignon blanc par excellence. The Vacherons are synonymous with top 
Sancerre quality, and so it proved without sight of their name on the 
label. We adored its deft floral complexity, lively citrus fruit and the extra 
presence that comes with this warm (but not too warm) vintage. Drink now 
to 2022. 14% – Low stock

£20 £240

bottle dozenWHITE
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REF M-MX20214

REF M-MX20215

CHAMPION SMALL WONDERS REDS CASE
A six-bottle case containing one bottle of each of the following:

• Koyle Cerro Basalto Cuartel G2 Carmenère 2017
• Spätburgunder, Markgräflerland, Martin Wassmer 2017
• Domaine de Perdiguier Cuvée d’En Auger, Vin de Pays des  

Coteaux d’Ensérune 2009
• Aglianico del Vulture Armand, Alovini 2016
• The Society’s Exhibition Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir 2018
• Madiran, Château d’Aydie 2015

CHAMPION CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING
2020’s sparkling round was the best in the 20-year history of Wine Champions. Quality across the 
board was exceptional, meaning competition was tight but winners were also numerous. What’s 
more, it wasn’t just the big names that excelled: as well as a superb showing from independent 
houses, the big story this year was England. The trio of homegrown Champions here bowled us  
over and deserve your attention.

CHAMPION SMALL WONDERS MIXED CASE
A six-bottle case containing one bottle of each of the following:

White
• Fefiñanes Albariño, Rías Baixas 2019
• Clos Floridène Blanc, Graves 2018
• Domaine Coche-Bizouard, Bourgogne Chardonnay 2016

Red
• The Society’s Exhibition Alto Maipo Cabernet Sauvignon 2018
• Birgit Braunstein Leithaberg Blaufränkisch 2014
• Domaine Dominique Piron, Morgon Côte du Py 2018

ref 
M-SG2991

2

Camel Valley Pinot Noir Rosé Brut 2017
England excels: the 2015 vintage of this traditional-method rosé from 
Cornwall’s Camel Valley won last year and this time around the 2017 was 
the only pink sparkling wine to secure victory in 2020. Its wild strawberry 
fruit and savoury charm marked it out as world-class for the price. Drink 
now to 2023. 12.5%

£28 £168

ref 
M-SG2941

2

Black Chalk Classic 2016
England excites, as our tasters found when faced with this glorious glass of 
wine that prompted many attempts to guess its identity. Hampshire was 
the answer, via former Hattingley Valley winemaker Jacob Leadley, and its 
elegance, balance and purity mark it out as exceptional. Members are urged 
to discover what the fuss is about. Drink now to 2026. 12%

£34 £204

bottle six

RED bottle dozen

ref 
M-FC37831

Madiran, Château de Bouscassé 2010
Another ravishing, ready-to-drink Madiran, this time from the outstanding 
2010 vintage and made in a splendid, traditional style. Packed with black 
fruits and spice, its decade of ageing has made it a robust and rewarding 
choice for duck magret or a warming stew. Drink now to 2029. 14.5%

£19 £228

ref 
M-IT27251A

Rosso di Montalcino, Gianni Brunelli 2017
A towering Tuscan performance. This ‘mini Brunello’ from a Montalcino 
estate we have followed for many years was praised widely for its wonderful, 
generous fruit. Made for drinking young, it shares so many of the benefits of 
Brunello, without having to wait – or pay – for them. Drink now to 2023. 14%

£19 £228

£91

£105
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CHAMPION WHITES
From flint-edged sauvignon to some of the highlights of our Aromatic Whites tasting, this is a  
small selection of very high-scoring wines – indeed, in the case of one, a maximum ‘full marks  
from every taster’! 

CHAMPION CHAMPAGNE & SPARKLING CASE
A six-bottle case containing one bottle of each of the following:

• Black Chalk Classic 2016
• The Society’s Champagne Brut Non-Vintage
• Champagne Henriot Brut Souverain Non-Vintage 
• Raimes Blanc de Noirs 2016
• Champagne Pol Roger Brut Réserve Non-Vintage 
• Champagne Bollinger Special Cuvée Brut Non-Vintage

ref 
M-CH331

1

The Society’s Champagne Brut Non-Vintage
We remain incredibly proud of this wine’s pedigree and history, so naturally 
our tasters were overjoyed to see the seal of boutique producer Alfred 
Gratien peek out from this bottle bag. Fermented for longer in old oak and 
aged extensively prior to release, this generations-standing favourite is on 
reassuringly showstopping form. 12.5%

£34 £170 
six for 

five 
price

ref 
M-CH3581

1

Champagne Henriot Brut Souverain Non-Vintage
Henriot’s wines have graced our Fine Wine Champions pages several times 
in recent years, and two of them triumphed in 2020. The first is chardonnay 
dominant (the house specialises in this grape) with a little pinot meunier, 
and it won high praise for its honeysuckle and brioche notes, impressive 
length and sheer class. 12%

£36 £180 
six for 

five 
price

ref 
M-SG2951

2

Raimes Blanc de Noirs 2016
England enthrals! An effervescent homegrown hat-trick was completed in some 
style by this pale-gold marvel from the South Downs. Amid a stunning line-up 
of sparkling wines, this blend of pinots noir and meunier set tongues wagging 
with its seamless balance between citrusy freshness and toasty richness. Only 
2,000 bottles were made: we highly recommend you get your hands on some. 
Drink now to 2026. 12%

£39 £234

ref 
M-CH3511

1

Champagne Henriot Blanc de Blancs Brut Non-Vintage
‘Champagne for chardonnay lovers’ was Freddy Bulmer’s summary of this 
charming blanc de blancs, a speciality of Henriot. Intense and precise but 
soft and round, this draws on the fruit of some of Champagne’s top vines, 
and you can taste the distinction. 12%

£39.50 £197 
six for 

five

ref M-CH11

1
Champagne Pol Roger Brut Réserve Non-Vintage
Amid the success of independent houses and English sparklers this year, we 
hasten to remind members that Champagne’s best wines remain just that, 
and have earned their plaudits for a reason. This beloved, benchmark non-
vintage serves as a delicious case in point: the current bottling is singing with 
floral harmony. Intense, citrusy and charming. 12.5%

£43 £215 
six for 

five 
price

ref 
M-CH40201

1

Champagne Bollinger Special Cuvée Brut Non-Vintage
One of the great non-vintage Champagnes and another that stands apart 
from so many of its peers year after year, Bollinger’s signature full-bodied 
rich style brought high marks and big smiles this year. Very, very much on 
song. 12%

£47 £235 
six for 

five 
price

bottle six

REF M-MX20217

ref 
M-LO15311

1

Pouilly-Fumé, Château de Tracy 2018
‘Purity and class’ was Sebastian Payne MW’s verdict of this dinner-table 
Loire sauvignon, which in the ripe 2018 vintage manages to provide lush 
citrus fruit while still capturing that fine, flinty charm that marks out proper 
Pouilly-Fumé. Drink now to 2028. 13.5%

£22 £264

ref 
M-AL14741

2

Gewurztraminer Réserve, Domaine Albert Boxler 2017
A wine of great beauty, confirming Albert Boxler’s reputation as one of 
the top names in Alsace. Made using fruit from the Heimbourg vineyard, 
its gentle fresh spicy aromas, full dry palate and long fresh finish are very 
impressive. Drink now to 2023. 13.5%

£27 £324

bottle dozen

£225
CASE OF 6
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CHAMPION WHITE BURGUNDY
A six-bottle case containing two bottle of each of the following:

• Olivier Leflaive, Bourgogne Oncle Vincent 2017
• Domaine Coche-Bizouard, Bourgogne Chardonnay 2016
• Jacques Saumaize, Saint Véran La Vieille Vigne de Crêches 2016

Meet our winning winemakers

Behind every fine wine is a fine winemaker. We are delighted that many 
of the producers behind these winning wines will be joining us for a live 
discussion about their wines and what makes them so special over the 
coming weeks. Do join us to toast their success and hear directly from the 
people behind the bottles.

Visit thewinesociety.com/winemakerevents to find out more and how to join in.

ref 
M-BU66721

2

Jacques Saumaize, Saint-Véran La Vieille Vigne de Crêches 2016
No fewer than five fine white Burgundies triumphed in our 2020 tastings, 
and with three of these wines priced at £20 or less, they provided a striking 
endorsement of the value as well as the quality available. This lovely Saint-
Véran comes from old vines in a cool spot, resulting in both concentration 
and freshness, with a delicious baked-apple flavour. Drink now to 2022. 13%

£17 £204

ref 
M-BU68581

2

Domaine Coche-Bizouard, Bourgogne Chardonnay 2016
For those who like a broader style of white Burgundy, this ‘baby Meursault’ 
provides a lovely hint of richness, without overpowering the fresh floral character 
– a combination noted and praised by many a taster. Drink now to 2022. 13%

£17.50 £210

ref 
M-NZ10871

2s

Kumeu River Estate Auckland Chardonnay 2017
This New Zealand standard-bearer’s chardonnays have long been giving 
Burgundies a run for their money in blind tastings, and it happened again this 
year. Finely balanced apple, lemon and peach notes, framed by the texture 
that comes from 11 months in French oak. Drink now to 2027. 13.5%

£18.50 £222

ref 
M-BU69471

2

Olivier Leflaive, Bourgogne Oncle Vincent 2017
One of the stars of 2020’s tastings in any category: a knockout-value white 
Burgundy and a fitting tribute to the late and legendary winemaker ‘Oncle’ 
Vincent Leflaive. Everyone’s pens seemed to move a little faster when 
tasting this, such is its exciting combination of floral finesse and barrel-
fermented structure. A great success. Drink now to 2022. 13.5%

£20 £240

ref 
M-SA13711

2

Newton Johnson Family Vineyards Chardonnay, Upper Hemel en Aarde Valley 2017
A joy of a wine from this talented South African team, which stimulates 
with its spark of freshness and seduces with its integrated oak notes. 
Some thought it might be French, but all agreed it was à point. Drink this 
year and next. 13.5%

£21 £252

ref 
M-GE8221

5

Wehlener Sonnenuhr Spätlese, JJ Prüm 2012
Victorious for the second year in a row and still everything you’d want, hope for 
or expect from a top riesling made by this famous name. A heavenly wildflower 
fragrance is followed by a sweet and sensuous controlled explosion of lemon, 
lime, quince and grapefruit, which lasts and lasts on the finish. Drink now to 
2030. Limited stock: six bottles only per member. 8.5%

£28 £168

ref 
M-GE12451

4

Saarburger Rausch Forstmeister Geltz Spätlese, Zilliken 2004
‘Riesling heaven.’ Tim Sykes’ appraisal of this mature off-dry Saar stunner was 
not so much vocally endorsed but acknowledged with silent, happy nods as 
our tasters appreciated its pale-gold colour, perfectly integrated sweetness 
and outstanding length. A full 100% mark from all who tried it and deservedly 
so. Drink now to 2028. Limited stock: six bottles only per member. 8%

£29 £174

bottle six

bottle dozen

ref 
M-BU71551

2

Jean-Marc Vincent, Montagny Premier Cru 2017
With a glittering seam of lemony acidity enlivening the wine’s ample fruit 
and moderate oak, this Burgundy (made from low yields of fruit from two 
vineyards) drew very high marks. Drink now to 2024. 13.5%

£25 £300

ref 
M-SA16054

2s

Magnum of Rustenberg Chardonnay, Stellenbosch 2019
The relative absence of oaky, buttery chardonnays was striking in 2020’s 
tasting, but this Cape favourite bucked the trend somewhat. We tasted this 
in 75cl on the day but the magnum bottling is even better: judiciously barrel 
fermented to create a full yet fresh example of this much-loved style. A 
shoo-in. Drink now to 2024. 13%

£26
(magnum)

£312

ref 
M-AU22611

2s

Robert Oatley The Pennant Margaret River Chardonnay 2018
Understandably, some may roll their eyes when being told of a ‘vintage of the 
century’, but the eyebrow-raising performance of this wine really does show 
how good 2018 is in Western Australia. The nigh-perfect conditions allowed 
Robert Oatley to create an unmissable wine of simultaneous tension, focus and 
generosity. Drink now to 2028. 13.5%

£34 £408

ref 
M-BU72191

2

Domaine Marc Colin, Saint-Aubin Premier Cru Les Créots 2017
Saint-Aubin is an appellation on the rise, with global warming raising its 
game to levels that, for Burgundy of such quality, represent very good 
value. Add to that an excellent vigneron and delicate oaking, and you have 
a delight of a wine; understated but classy, showing appley fruit and honey. 
Drink now to 2023. 13.5%

£36 £432

bottle dozen

REF M-MX20210

£109

CHAMPION CHARDONNAY
The chardonnay tasting of Wine Champions is always one of the most interesting and rewarding. 
This year was both of those things, but with a difference. In almost all cases, the buttery oaky 
styles seem to be dialling down, and many of the wines showed far better upon retasting during the 
scoring portion of the session. The wines are scintillating, but the lesson was clear: don’t be afraid 
to decant them. That way your first glass will taste as good as the last.
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CHAMPION PINOT NOIR
What a tasting! From scintillating German spätburgunder to world-class Martinborough via the 
restrained new wave of California, our pinot noir tasting yielded a captivating crop of Champions 
and stories. 

Perhaps the biggest story of them all concerned the grape’s home turf: Maranges and Fixin may not 
be the most famous parts of Burgundy, but as the two wines below from Nicolas Perrault and 
Jérôme Galeyrand showed, there is excitement and value to be found.

CHAMPION PINOT NOIR & CHARDONNAY CASE
A six-bottle case containing one bottle of each of the following:

• Domaine Coche-Bizouard, Bourgogne Chardonnay 2016
• Newton Johnson Family Vineyards Chardonnay,  
   Upper Hemel en Aarde Valley 2017
• Kumeu River Estate Auckland Chardonnay 2017
• The Society’s Exhibition Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir 2018
• Spätburgunder, Markgräflerland, Martin Wassmer 2017
• Jérôme Galeyrand, Fixin Champs de Charmes 2017

ref 
M-GE12621

Spätburgunder, Markgräflerland, Martin Wassmer 2017
A true bargain from Baden, finely grained and showing sweet ripe cherry 
flavours and admirable length for an under-£15 example of this notoriously 
difficult but ethereal grape. Drink now to 2024. 13%

£14.50 £174

ref 
M-US9001

p

The Society’s Exhibition Sonoma Coast Pinot Noir 2018
California pinot’s move towards deftness and balance is both welcome and 
thrilling, and this is a bottled encapsulation of the style. Buyer Sarah Knowles 
MW’s excitement at securing this special parcel from the highly regarded 
Schug winery was borne out in our tastings, when its red-fruit perfume and 
poise wafted it to a convincing victory. Drink now to 2025. 13.5%

£16 £192

ref 
M-NZ11471

s

Folium Reserve Marlborough Pinot Noir 2017
A superb example of true underground New Zealand winemaking, brought 
into the limelight when lined up blind against its peers. Takaki Okada is the 
winemaker behind this tiny-production pinot and we adored its silky blanket 
of concentrated red fruit, given structure and spice by a stint in French oak 
barrels. Drink now to 2025. 13.5%

£22 £264

bottle dozen

bottle dozen

ref 
M-BU72411

Domaine Nicolas Perrault, Maranges Premier Cru Clos des Loyères 2017
The first of two very exciting red Burgundies that proved the potential of their 
relatively underappreciated areas. This comes from the finest part of Maranges, 
the southernmost appellation of the Côte de Beaune. The vines were planted 
in 1973 (16 years before Maranges officially became an appellation), and its ripe 
plush pinot fruit stopped many a taster in their tracks. Excellent value. Drink 
now to 2025. 13%

£24 £288

ref 
M-BU71071

Jérôme Galeyrand, Fixin Champs de Charmes 2017
Two up-and-coming stars – winemaker Jérôme Galeyrand and the 
commune of Fixin – combined in one Champion bottle of Burgundy. Fresh, 
poised and pretty, this was one of the best Burgundies on the day in a 
crowded line-up, its sweet tannins and fresh finish confirming its class. Drink 
now to 2026. 13%

£32 £384

ref 
M-NZ8741

s

Ata Rangi Martinborough Pinot Noir 2013
‘World-class pinot. Kiwi? ’ Bull’s eye on both counts, Sebastian Payne MW! 
Ata Rangi’s global reputation was confirmed here in a very good vintage, 
now showing some spicy maturity to complement its beautifully perfumed 
redcurrant and cranberry fruit. Complex, elegant and enthralling stuff. 
Drink now to 2022. 13.5%

£45 £540

ref 
M-BU49301

Domaine Henri Boillot, Beaune Premier Cru Clos du Roi 2010
2010 is one of Burgundy’s greatest recent vintages, but many of the wines 
still need time; not so, we discovered, when it comes to this rounded, 
extroverted Beaune. Finding a wine this good in such a sweet spot is a treat 
indeed. Drink now to 2022. 13%

£45 £540

REF M-MX20216

£119

RED BURGUNDY: TWO STARS OF THE PRESENT, AND FUTURE
Perhaps the biggest story in this year’s pinot noir tasting concerned the grape’s 
home turf: Maranges and Fixin may not be the most famous parts of Burgundy, 

but as the two wines below from Nicolas Perrault and Jérôme Galeyrand showed, 
there is excitement and value to be found. As global warming changes the 

viticultural landscape, these areas are beginning to come into their own 
with superb results. Do try them.
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CHAMPION REDS
A magnificent eleven from across our red tastings to browse and choose with confidence. As 
usual, some regions and vintages stood out – look to Rioja or Stellenbosch in South Africa, for 
example, represented below in celebratory Champion mixed cases. But wherever these reds 
hail from, all were hailed in the tasting room, and all arrived here with their class confirmed 
and their readiness assured.

ref 
M-SA15981

Delheim Grand Reserve, Stellenbosch 2015
A South African ‘Bordeaux’ blend that, we felt, had just about everything: a 
superb vintage has brought full and rewarding flavour, a couple of years in 
bottle has brought classical, savoury complexity. There will be more of the 
latter in time, but why wait? Drink now to 2025. 14.5%

£22.50 £270

ref 
M-SP15671

CVNE Imperial Reserva, Rioja 2015
A fruit-forward year for this most dependably delicious of Rioja reservas, 
and as such a sound bet for enjoying already. While there is no rush to do 
so, it is certainly on superb form, and drew high praise for its plush red and 
black fruit, classic savoury oak and serious length of flavour. Drink now to 
2030. 14%

£23 £276

ref 
M-SP15321

La Rioja Alta Viña Ardanza Reserva Selección Especial, Rioja 2010
Possibly the greatest vintage in the 77-year history of this wine, and only 
the fourth that the winery deemed worthy of the label ‘Selección Especial.’ 
Lined up blind among a wealth of wonderful Rioja, it shone like a beacon 
with its mellow maturity, plump red fruit and satisfying smokiness. Drink 
now to 2025. 13.5%

£23.50 £282

ref 
M-RH40441

Saint-Joseph, Domaine Gripa 2013
A textbook northern Rhône syrah, made by a top winemaker for drinking 
younger than many and all the more deliciously ready after seven years of age. 
Dark and spicy but fresh and elegant, this is in the perfect spot. Drink now to 
2022. 13.5%

£25 £300

ref 
M-IT27091

Barbera d’Alba Vigna del Cuculo, Cavallotto 2016
Though many of Piedmont’s premium wines from the top 2016 vintage aren’t 
ready yet, this stunning, harmonious barbera is, and its exceptional depth and 
red-fruit finesse are well worth discovering. Drink now to 2028. 14.5%

£26 £312

ref 
M-SA15351

Tokara ‘Director’s Reserve’, Stellenbosch 2015
Stellenbosch’s 2015 vintage does it again: this sensational blend of Bordeaux 
grapes has velvety pleasure, refined mineral subtlety and layered muscular 
complexity, all in one delicious bottle. A full-bodied, fascinating and fantastic 
wine that will continue to develop if desired, but we were delighted to be 
tasting it in 2020 and think you will be too. Drink now to 2030. 14.5%

£26 £312

ref 
M-IT27561

Barbaresco, Castello di Verduno 2016
‘Oh my goodness, what a wine’ may not be a technical tasting term, but its 
utterance in the tasting room was entirely merited! Made in a more inviting 
style than many of its counterparts to enjoy young but classically styled with 
it, with haunting raspberry fragrance and graceful balance on the palate. 
Drink now to 2025. 14%

£29 £348

ref 
M-IT25771

Graticciaia, Vallone 2013
A serial Champion, a member favourite and one of Italy’s greatest red wines, 
the partially dried fruits of Vallone’s old Puglian negroamaro vines proved 
peerless yet again in 2020. Rich, figgy, multi-layered and made for sipping 
slowly with the best of company, the 2013 is, as one taster put it, ‘the cat’s 
pyjamas’ ! Drink now to 2023. 14.5%

£35 £420

ref 
M-SP11061

CVNE Imperial Gran Reserva, Rioja 2009
‘This is monumentally good’, said our Spain buyer Pierre Mansour, and 
the phrase is apt: this is a structured wine, capable of a further decade of 
ageing, and yet its beautiful dark fruit, smoky oak and long finish are already 
a joy to behold; and as we had no hesitation in ‘Champing’ it, there is no 
need for members to show hesitation in opening and enjoying it. Drink now 
to 2030. 14%

£39.50 £474

ref 
M-US8081

Mount Eden Santa Cruz Mountains Cabernet Sauvignon 2013
This captivating California cabernet offers an impressive and gratifying gamut 
of cedary, spicy complexity, deep plum and blackcurrant fruit and a spark 
of bright acidity thanks to the ocean-cooled Santa Cruz Mountains. A truly 
crowd-pleasing fine wine, and a great highlight of our new world Bordeaux 
grapes tasting. Drink now to 2028. 13.5%

£55 £660

bottle dozen

Meet our winning winemakers

Behind every fine wine is a fine winemaker. We are delighted that many 
of the producers behind these winning wines will be joining us for a live 
discussion about their wines and what makes them so special over the 
coming weeks. Do join us to toast their success and hear directly from the 
people behind the bottles.

Visit thewinesociety.com/winemakerevents to find out more and how to join in.

bottle dozen

1413 To order visit thewinesociety.com or call 01438 741177
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ref 
M-CM19511

Château Sénéjac, Haut-Médoc 2015
‘Classic Médoc, beautifully balanced’. Need we say more after Tim Sykes’ 
assessment? Perfumed, smoky, satisfying, and with an abundance of black 
fruit on the palate, this is the best vintage (2015 was a rich source of 
Bordeaux Champions this year) of this wine that we have tasted for a 
decade. Drink now to 2030. 13.5%

£15.50 £186

ref 
M-CM16791

Château Beaumont, Haut-Médoc 2012
Proving our discerning members know a thing or two about good-value claret, 
this perennial favourite proved to be one of the highest-scoring wines in the 
session. Medium-bodied, elegant and with a good deal of spicy depth of flavour to 
boot. Drink now to 2024. 13%

£17 £204

ref 
M-CM19361

Lacoste Borie, Pauillac 2015
Joining the 2009 vintage of the grand vin Grand-Puy-Lacoste on our 
Champions podium, this charming vintage of the property’s second wine 
proved to be an excellent-value Pauillac, impressing with its approachable, 
supple, fleshy and open style. Drink now to 2026. 13.5%

£27 £324

ref 
M-CM16152

Half-bottle of Château Angludet, Margaux 2011
Available in halves and magnums, this charming Angludet stood out for its 
sweet spicy quality, the result of 10% petit verdot in the blend, framing and 
emphasising the hallmark finesse one expects of good Margaux. Drink now 
to 2028. 13.5%

£13.50 £162

ref 
M-CM16154

Magnum of Château Angludet, Margaux 2011 £55 £660

CHAMPION ITALIAN REDS
A six-bottle case containing two bottle of each of the following:

• Barbera d’Alba Vigna del Cuculo, Cavallotto 2016
• Rosso di Montalcino, Gianni Brunelli 2017
• Aglianico del Vulture Armand, Alovini 2016

CHAMPION RIOJA RESERVAS
A six-bottle case containing two bottle of each of the following:

• The Society’s Exhibition Rioja Reserva 2013
• La Rioja Alta Viña Ardanza Reserva Selección Especial, Rioja 2010
• CVNE Imperial Reserva, Rioja 2015

CHAMPION SOUTH AFRICAN REDS:  
STARS OF STELLENBOSCH
A six-bottle case containing two bottle of each of the following:

• Tokara ‘Director’s Reserve’, Stellenbosch 2015
• Kaapzicht Estate Pinotage, Stellenbosch 2017
• Delheim Grand Reserve, Stellenbosch 2015 REF M-MX20209

REF M-MX20213

REF M-MX20211

£128

£119

£125

CHAMPION CLARET
One of the last of this year’s tastings and one of the most successful, our Bordeaux round 
yielded a remarkable haul of tempting choices for claret lovers across a range of prices.

The highlights here are many, including the pleasure of the 2015 vintage, the exciting beginnings 
of some drinking windows from the outstanding 2010 and (with one stunning exception) the 
preponderance of cabernet-dominant left-bank wines over the more merlot-driven right bank. 
It all adds up to a very special selection.

bottle dozen

16To order visit thewinesociety.com or call 01438 74117715
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CHAMPION SWEET & FORTIFIED
The sweet and fortified tasting is one of the most challenging rounds for our tasters, with a 
plethora of styles vying for attention. What struck us this year was the value these wines can offer: 
sherry remains perhaps the greatest source of complexity-for-buck bottles, while serial winners 
such as Stanton and Killeen’s Rutherglen muscat and, if we say so ourselves, our Exhibition-label 
Sauternes represent  great success for a relatively modest outlay.

REF M-MX20212

CHAMPION LEFT BANK CLARET
A six-bottle case containing one bottle of each of the following:

• Château Beaumont, Haut-Médoc 2012
• Château Croizet-Bages, Pauillac 2010
• Château Sénéjac, Haut-Médoc 2015
• Château Camensac, Haut-Médoc 2015
• Lacoste Borie, Pauillac 2015
• Château Batailley, Pauillac 2010

ref 
M-BW6272

6

Half bottle of The Society’s Exhibition Sauternes 2017
The 2015 vintage of our house Sauternes won last year, but the 2017 took 
centre stage in this year’s tastings. Having lavished praise upon its classy 
tangerine, caramelised apple and vanilla flavours, the sight of its Exhibition 
label was an especially pleasing one! Drink now to 2026. 13%

£10.95 £131

ref  
M-SH671

3s

Cayetano del Pino Palo Cortado Solera
Another returning Champion and one of the great fine-wine bargains. Pale 
bronze in colour and pure gold in the tasting room, this exquisite dry sherry 
from a tiny quality-focused house charmed the palates off us with its fine-
tuned elegance, nutty price-tag defying complexity and haunting length. 20%

£16 £192

ref 
M-SH1381

2

Don Zoilo Collection Dry Amontillado 12 years old,  
Williams & Humbert
One of sherry buyer Tim Sykes’ new finds from a pre-lockdown trip to Jerez. A 
mellow, satisfying wine whose notes of orange peel, hazelnuts and glorious salty 
tang on the finish singled it out as a benchmark dry amontillado. 19%

£17 £204

bottle dozen

ref 
M-CM17731

Château Croizet-Bages, Pauillac 2010
The 2010 vintage is one of the best in recent Bordeaux history and, excitingly, 
we found some of the wines are opening for business. None more so perhaps 
than this benchmark Pauillac, powerful but not tannic and mingling classic fruit 
and forest-floor complexity. Drink now to 2025. 14%

£30 £360

ref 
M-CM19181

Château Camensac, Haut-Médoc 2015
Pleasure, purity and poise define the 2015 vintage of this classically styled 
Haut-Médoc. Its cassis-led aromas, gravelly complexity and touch of 
smokiness combined to great effect. A bottle to bank on. Drink now to 
2030. 13.5%

£32 £384

ref 
M-CM15181

Château Batailley, Pauillac 2010
A great vintage entering its drinking window and showing what it can do, the 
2010 Batailley was a showstopper in our tastings. Cabernet ripened beautifully 
in this year, and the result is a well-built but fresh wine that shows the class of 
this deservedly popular property. A delight. Drink now to 2035. 13.5%

£50 £600

ref 
M-CM15182

Half bottle of Château Batailley, Pauillac 2010 £25 £300

ref 
M-CM15184

Magnum of Château Batailley, Pauillac 2010 £100 £1200

ref 
M-CM14171

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste, Pauillac 2009
More than one of our buyers marked this out as their wine of the claret 
tasting, the happy marriage of a hugely successful and ripe year with a 
property whose wines are classically framed and built for age. Open yet 
structured, complex yet so full of character, this cassis-laden pencil-shaving 
scented claret is a triumph. Drink now to 2035. 13.5%

£69 £828

ref 
M-CS8821

Château Bélair-Monange, Saint-Emilion 2012
The only wine from the right bank of Bordeaux to win a place in this 
year’s fine-wine line-up, but what a stunning ambassador it is! Tasters kept 
remarking on how beautifully open, refined and poised this Saint-Emilion 
was, and in this immediately appealing vintage, it represents a huge success. 
Drink now to 2032. 14.5%

£78 £936

bottle dozen

£170

18To order visit thewinesociety.com or call 01438 74117717
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The International Exhibition Co-operative Wine Society Limited, Gunnels Wood Road, Stevenage SG1 2BT Registered no.: 1824R

01438 741177
thewinesociety.com

This offer is available until Sunday 1st November, 2020 while stocks last.

Meet our winning winemakers

Behind every fine wine is a fine winemaker. We are delighted that many 
of the producers behind these winning wines will be joining us for a live 
discussion about their wines and what makes them so special over the 
coming weeks. Do join us to toast their success and hear directly from the 
people behind the bottles.

Visit thewinesociety.com/winemakerevents to find out more and how to join in.

ref 
M-FC37521

7

Maury Solera ‘1928’ cask number 837 50cl
The base of the solera that gave us this Roussillon nectar was laid down 
nearly a century ago. The wines used to be deployed to beef up blends, but 
with the market largely gone, we can help ourselves to this treasure. Not 
unlike Madeira, it is deeply coloured, figgy and quite outstanding for the 
price. 17%

£17 £204

ref 
M-AU10522

9

Half bottle of Stanton and Killeen Rutherglen Muscat, 12 Years Old
For the third consecutive year this treacly Aussie treat soared from the glass 
and into our Championship line-up. Very sweet but never cloying, rich but finely 
balanced and full of deep, complex raisin flavours. 18%

£17 £204

ref 
M-MA221

6

Henriques and Henriques Bual, 15 years old 50cl
This year’s Champion Madeira was a beguiling Bual, boasting a cornucopia of 
caramel, raisin, nuts and treacle. ‘Everything one could want’ from this style, 
said Joanna Locke MW – we couldn’t agree more. 20%

£25 £300

ref 
M-PT2181

7

Smith Woodhouse Madalena Vintage Port 2005
Proving that this Port is sitting on a plateau of perfection rather than a 
fleeting moment of glory, it returned to victory for the second year on the 
trot. Particularly generous on the nose with roses, violets and rich ripe fruit, 
lush and fruity on the palate, complex and mellow on the finish. Ready the 
cheeseboard! Drink now to 2025. 20%

£30 £360

ref 
M-PT2421

6

Barros Colheita Tawny Port 1998
In a tasting that saw various amber-coloured liquids competing for the 
limelight, this stopped our panel in its collective tracks with its exuberant, 
spicy scents. Generous and mouthcoating on the palate, this is a ‘Christmas 
in a bottle’ style of tawny Port, offering figs, dried nuts and caramel in 
glorious, gratifying balance. Drink now to 2025. 20%

£39 £468

ref 
M-SH1322

5

Half bottle of Bodegas Alonso Single Cask Amontillado 
(Medium Sweet) Average 30 Years
‘Simply amazing’ was Matthew Horsley’s appraisal of one of the best, and 
among the most unusual, wines of our entire 1,102- wine tasting. A one-off 
single cask bottling of very old amontillado sherry, unfiltered (thus hazy) and 
unbelievably complex. A unique and spellbinding experience. 18.5%

£39 £468

bottle dozen
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